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Question 1
	The historians who study early African history experienced several challenges. Eurocentric scholars have had the opinion that the history of Africa started with the invasion and colonization of Africa. The myth has affected scholars, especially those studying early African history. Pillay (2018) claim that the ideas and facts presented by scholars who study ancient African history are thus perceived as a myth due to the view of Eurocentric philosophers. Also, little research has been done concerning African history, and that becomes a challenge to historians studying it. Unlike Greek and Roman history, African history has not been fully examined and researched (Gestrich, 2019).
	The Trans-Saharan trade played a significant role in the region and in other parts of Africa. The trade led to the growth of empires such as Mali and Ghana. Ghana, for instance, grew as a result of Gold which was a profitable trade commodity. The trade also led to the spread of Islamic culture and religion, which gave the people of West Africa their identity. Islam enabled Ghana to expand trade routes as the trade merchants were Muslims.
Question 2
	The major plagues originated from Asia and spread across Europe in the 13th and 14th centuries. The Black Death, for instance, originated from Asia and killed approximately 20 million Europeans. The following factors contributed to the spread of the plague. In the 14th century, Asia had developed major routes of trade, and they used ship voyages that could sail for two months. In 1347, twelve trade ships from Asia sailed across the Black Sea and reached the port of the Sicilian port. Many of the passengers from the ships had died, and many were affected by the plague. The plague thus used the trade routes that had been established and spread across China, India, Egypt, and Syria, among others. The poor hygienic condition in the ports further spread the plague in the various nations. A bite of an infected rat and flea could as well transmit the disease. 
The plague had great social, political, and economic impacts on European societies. Approximately 20 million people died across Europe, which greatly reduced the population. The plague also affected trade as it disturbed the trading routes while weakening the people due to the symptoms such as vomiting, headaches, and shivering.  
Question 3
	Islam as a universal religion has the following features. Muslims believe in the aspect of Ramadan, a month of fasting and praying. In the month of Ramadan, all Muslims around the world tend to distant themselves from immoral behavior such as drinking alcohol. It is also in the fasting month that Muslims believe that Allah will forgive their sins. The Islamic religion also has the ideas that prophets should have moral traits, be knowledgeable, and distract themselves from sins and personal desires. Those who possess these qualities can therefore be regarded as prophets and can be successors. The aspect of Allah is the creator of the world, and that beyond human understanding makes Islam a universal religion. All Muslims have the view that of all the creations, man is superior as he was given free will and plenty of capabilities. 
Islamic religion spread in the following ways. In African societies such as Ghana, Islam spread through trade. Prominent Muslim merchants of the time, such as Mansa Musa, were able to build mosques that encouraged the Islamic religion in Ghana. He also promoted Islamic learning, which made the African communities understand the culture of Muslims and even adopted it.  Islam was also spread through conquests made by Muslim warriors and empires. The Persian Empire, for instance, was conquered by Muslims who spread their culture and religions to the seized empire. Missionary activities rapidly spread the Islamic religion to different parts of the world. For example, in India, missionaries were sent to spread Islamic religion and culture (Sahner, 2021).
Question 4
Renaissance was a period between the 14th and 17th centuries that Europe underwent major changes. The main features of a renaissance in Europe were a transformation of the society that affected aspects such as religion, education, politics, and science. In education, for instance, people started showing interest in disciplines such as philosophy, literature, and sociology, which then gave rise to new concepts and ideas in Europe (Delanty, 2019). It is also during the renaissance period that people started questioning the church as they had learned how to read and write. Europeans started seeking answers in other aspects of the world rather than religion. The Roman Catholic Church faced oppression from the public, which led to divisions. As education was promoted, so did Europeans started examining European politics and issues such as democracy and corruption. 
Renaissance was able to achieve the following in European nations. Civilization was a major achievement of a renaissance as new empires and nations emerged with capitalist ideas. The new skills acquired also helped to progress sectors of the economy (Delanty, 2019). Renaissance was also able to introduce new ideas in science, geography, literature, and arts that played a crucial role in Europe. In literature, for instance, the work of Shakespeare introduced new themes that helped people to understand the world.
Question 5
	In the period of Sumerians, I find the following aspects interesting; the invention of writing, technology advancement, and the concept of division of labor. Writing as a form of keeping records and a way of communication is accredited to the Sumerians. Symbols and pictures were used to convey a message, and the Sumerians referred to their type of writing as Cuneiform (Michalowski, 2020). Writing since then has helped to achieve civilization and in the understanding of the past through record keeping. The Sumerians also used technology to improve their way of life. For example, the invention of Archimedes screw was used in lifting water to different heights and thus facilitates the irrigation of plants. As the world is advancing, society should embrace technology as it helps in solving the problems within a nation. The concept of division of labor which was used by the Sumerians in practicing Agriculture, is significant as it applies in modern societies (Michalowski, 2020). 
Question 6
	The course has had a great impact on the study of history. I have learned that history should be studied universally.  Studying world history helps in examining the concepts, policies, and challenges experienced by other nations, and it helps in avoiding misconceptions. I have also learned the need to be objective while studying history. The course was able to utilize facts and ideas throughout history and thus avoiding biases and considering a particular race superior to the other. I have also understood that history does not only study the past but also intends at providing solutions based on experiences and the past.   
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